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The Timsbury 
Fishery 
Rods on a famous stretch of the 

River Test in Hampshire 
 

Stockbridge 6 miles, Winchester 10 miles,    

London 70 miles 
 

The River Test 

The River Test is said to be the home of modern fly-fishing and its high 

quality game fisheries have made the River Test justifiably famous. The 

chalk water and abundance of weed are ideal for salmon, trout and 

grayling. 

 

The Test rises from chalk at Ashe near Basingstoke and enters the sea at 

Southampton, gliding through 42 miles of Hampshire countryside and water 

meadows. These crystal waters support an abundance of life in all its 

glorious forms. 

 

Location 

The village of Timsbury is situated beside the River Test between Romsey 

and Stockbridge. The fishery is accessed via a private road and is 

surrounded by acres of privately owned classic chalk stream water 

meadows.   

 

The Timsbury Fishery 

The fishery comprises four individual beats on over 3 miles of bank, on both 

the River Test and two carrier streams. The fishing is mainly for brown trout, 

using up-stream dry fly and nymph. Salmon can be caught but have to be 

returned to the river.  

 

The fishery is stocked with both rainbow and brown trout with rainbow trout 

averaging approximately 3lbs and the record rainbow trout to the fishery is 

12lbs. 

 

The 20 year average  is 3 fish caught per rod per day. Detailed stocking records and 

catch returns for the previous 20 years+ are available upon request. There is 

generally no restriction on the number of trout that can be caught and taken on any 

one day, with the exception of Mayfly season, where the recommended number 

should not exceed five trout killed per day per rod. During the winter months 

members can also take advantage of the fishery’s renowned grayling fishing and 

other quality coarse fish species.  

 

The fishery is divided into four two rod beats each consisting of a stretch of the 

main river and a stretch of the carrier.  Ownership of a share in Timsbury Fishery 

Limited entitles the holder to fish one rod on a specified day every other week 

during the season. Fishing rotates over the four beats so that a rod fishes the whole 

fishery every eight weeks. In practice members can arrange to swap dates or let or 

gift their individual rod on specific days to another party. There is also a ‘free for all’ 

period at the end of the beat rotation plan between early October and the end of the 

season whereby members are entitled to fish whenever they want and on any beat 

within the fishery.  

 

Fishing Lodge 

The fishery has the benefit of a fishing lodge equipped with power, water, a kitchen 

area, WC, washing facilities and large patio area with seating, which overlooks the 

main river. There are three other huts around the fishery each with picnic tables. The 

fishery lodge is due to be replaced in Spring 2017 with a larger and better equipped 

building (plans enclosed).  In addition there are three other fishing huts each with 

picnic tables. 

 

Timsbury Fishing Company 

The Timsbury Fishery Limited was established in 1996. Timsbury Fishery Ltd shares 

are not listed on any stock exchange. There are four directors of the company, 

including an independent chairman, who is not a member of the syndicate.. The 

board deals with corporate matters, including formalities for the transfer of shares, 

and is responsible for the overall management of the fishery. Board meetings are 

held as required and the annual general meeting (AGM) of the company is held on 

the same day as the syndicate AGM in October or November of each year.  

 

Corporate Structure 

Fishing on specified days at Timsbury is a right which is attached to shares in 

Timsbury Fishery Limited (the company) and the shareholders (members) of the 

company are therefore those who normally fish there. Each share specifies the day 

of the week on which the owner is entitled to fish, once per fortnight.  

 

The members are sometimes referred to as the syndicate. Many own one share but 

a significant number own several, which could entitle them to fish more than one 

rod on their specified day (i.e. to invite a guest) or to fish every week rather than 

every other week.  



Maintenance 

The fishing company employs a fishery manager who is responsible for the maintenance of the river and its banks.  The river is maintained to a very high standard and 

there is easy access to all the beats with regular mowing and strimming taking place along the banks as well as weed cutting during the summer.  The fishery also has 

the benefit of good security. 

 

Fishing Beats 

Beat 1 - 449m  

Beat 2 - 1,233m 

Beat 3 - 631m 

Beat 4 - 623m 

* All carriers have fishing on both banks. The main river is single bank fishing.  

 

Fishing Season 

The season is 24 weeks long.  Normally the season will start on the last Sunday in April and finish on the second Saturday in October.  Members can then fish at 

grayling and coarse fish until the 15th March.  All beat rotations are sent to members before the season starts. 

 

Annual Charges 

There is an annual charge per rod which for 2016 is in the region of £1,088/share. The charge covers all maintenance and management costs. Future maintenance 

costs are not expected to be dissimilar to the historic charges. 

 

Guide Prices 

There are currently two Wednesday rods available at £26,000 per share.  

In addition there is a joining fee of £1,750 per share and stamp duty of 0.5% on the share price is payable.  

 

Website 

http://timsburyfishery.net/ 



 Agents’ Notes  
Consumer Protection Regulations  

Under the regulations, what we say or publish about a property must not be 

false or misleading and we must provide certain material information to ena-

ble a potential viewer or purchaser to take an informed transactional decision.  

Measurements 

Any areas, measurements or distances referred to as approximate are given 

as a guide and are not precise.  If such details are fundamental to a pur-

chase, purchasers must rely on their own enquiries. 

Important Notice 

Fenn Wright for themselves and the Vendor of this property whose Agents 

they are, give notice that: 

The particulars are intended to give a fair and substantially correct overall de-

scription for the guidance of intending purchasers and do not constitute part 

of an offer or contract.  Prospective purchaser/s and lessees should seek 

their own professional advice. 

All descriptions, dimensions, areas, reference to condition and if necessary 

permissions for use and occupation and their details are given in good faith 

and believed to be correct.  Any intending purchaser/s should not rely on 

them as statements or representations of fact but must satisfy themselves by 

inspection or otherwise as to the correctness of each of them. 

No person in the employment of Fenn Wright has any authority to make or 

give any representation or warranty, whether in relation to this property or 

these particulars, nor to enter into any contract relating to the property on 

behalf of the Vendors. 

No responsibility can be accepted for any expenses incurred by any intend-

ing purchaser/s in inspecting properties that have been sold, let or with-

drawn. 

 

Viewing Strictly by Appointment Through: 

Fenn Wright 

1 Tollgate East 

Stanway 

Colchester 

CO3 8RS 

Tel: 01206 216555 

Fax: 01206 216566 

Email: mjf@fennwright.co.uk    

 

Photographs taken: 2015 

Particulars prepared: May 2016 

 

*Safety Note to Fishery Buyers* 

Please ensure care is taken when viewing and walking near to the river or the 

carrier  Do not walk close to the edge of waterways, and ensure children are 

supervised at ALL times. Lakes, Ponds & Rivers can be very dangerous so 

THINK SAFETY FIRST! 



 

New Fishing Lodge Plans   







 

Directions 
From Stockbridge, take the A3057 south towards King’s Sombourne.  

On entering Timsbury village go past the pub, cottages and bungalows 

on the right hand side, then pass the Test Valley sports ground on the 

left.  Shortly after the sports ground there is a long lay-by on the left 

hand side, take the right hand turn opposite this lay-by, sign posted St. 

Andrews Church, this is Manor Lane.  Follow this road, passing the en-

trance to the church car park, Heron’s Mead house will be in front of you 

and on the left is a steel gate with signs saying ‘Private Herons Mead no 

public access’.  Go through this gate and follow the track over two 

bridges and through a further gate.  The car park can be found at the 

end of an avenue of poplars. 

   

 
To find out more or book a viewing 

01206 216 555 

Fenn Wright is East Anglia’s leading, independently owned firm of chartered 

surveyors, estate agents and property consultants. 

• Residential, commercial and agricultural sales and lettings 

• development, planning and new homes 

• agricultural property advice, farms and land 

• mortgage valuations, Homebuyers reports and building surveying 

• Fisheries (UK and France) and equestrian property (UK-wide) 

 

 

 

More waterside  
properties at  

 

fisheries4sale.com 

Consumer Protection Regulations 2008 

Fenn Wright has not tested any electrical items, appliances, plumbing or heating 

systems and therefore cannot testify that they are operational. These particulars are 

set out as a general outline only for the guidance of potential purchasers or tenants and 

do not constitute an offer or contract. Photographs are not necessarily comprehensive or 

current and all descriptions ,dimensions ,references to condition necessary permissions  

for use and occupation and other details are given in good faith and believed to be  

correct but should not be relied upon as statements of, or representations of, fact. 

Intending purchasers or tenants must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise 

as to the correctness of each of them. We have taken steps to comply with Consumer 

Protection Regulations 2008, which require both the seller and their agent to disclose 

anything, within their knowledge, that would affect the buying decision of the average 

consumer. If there are any aspects of this property that you wish to clarify before 

arranging an appointment to view or considering an offer 

 


