
No.2 CIRCLE SQUARE





Circle Square, Manchester Circle Square, ManchesterA gateway to opportunity A gateway to opportunity

Welcome to Circle Square. Manchester’s new city centre 
neighbourhood.  A place where the extraordinary can 
happen. Where entrepreneurs work alongside artists, great 
scientists and technologists, and your neighbours are 
innovators and creators.

Circle Square is a world of its own at the heart of Oxford 
Road Corridor, destined to become one of Europe's 
top five innovation districts, surrounded by knowledge 
institutions and cultural hotspots. Bruntwood and 
joint venture partners Select Property Group will be 
bringing together 1,281 new homes, 1.2m square feet of 
workspace, new restaurants, bars and shops, two hotels 
and a stunning natural space in the middle. 

Circle Square will be the epicentre of a new collaborative 
community, a place where work meets life and life meets 
leisure. Where enterprising people and exceptional 
enterprises will thrive. 

Connected by clean energy. Wired for the future. Ready to 
enable the extraordinary.

An extraordinary place. 
OPPORTUNITY
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MASTERPLAN
Where scale, density and proximity equal creativity.

KEY

By early 2020, a whole new neighbourhood which is thriving and 
buzzing with enterprising energy, will be complete. No.2 Circle 
Square will be part of a wider community that will bring together 
every aspect of life. From work, to leisure, retail and living, Circle 
Square will be your gateway to the endless opportunities that sit 
along Oxford Road and in the city.

PLOT SIZE COMPLETION

Initial phase

01 No.1 Circle Square (commercial) 151,000 sq ft Q1 2020

02 No.2 Circle Square (commercial) 232,654 sq ft Q1 2020

03A Vita Student (residential) 604 apartments Q4 2017

03B Vita Student (residential) 90,000 sq ft Q3 2019

04A Affinity Living (residential) 266 apartments Q3 2019

04B Affinity Living (residential) 411 apartments Q4 2020

05 MSCP & Hotel 1,070 car park spaces / 150 room hotel Q3 2019

06 Boutique Hotel 150 rooms Q1 2020

07 Pavilion 2 x 5,000 sq ft subterranean units Q1 2020

08 Manchester Technology Centre (commercial) Existing building Q1 2020

100,000 sq ft of retail & leisure space at ground floor level within the buildings

Later phase

09 Commercial 230,000 sq ft Q1 2022

Ability to create an additional 480,000 sq ft commercial space from 2025 onwards
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CIRCLE SQUARE
The ultimate in dynamic and 
creative space.

With 12 floors of flexible office space, including designated 
coworking areas and small studio spaces as well as a 
ground floor with an open plan retail area, collaboration 
is woven into the building’s DNA. So too is a characterful, 
comfortable environment, with Grade A new build quality 
and full air-conditioning throughout.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

•   Fully air-conditioned

•   8m double height reception

•   Typical floor to ceiling height of 3.8m with an exposed 
ceiling finish with exposed soffit

•   1:8 sq m occupancy ratio, with the ability to increase 
to 1:6 sq m

•   Energy efficient LED lighting

•   Full access raised floor with void of 200mm

•   BREEAM “Excellent”

•   Floor to ceiling glazing to all elevations

•   Typical upper floor plates up to 19,126 sq ft

•   Exposed steel frame design

BUILDING FEATURES

•   40 showers, with changing rooms, lockers and drying rooms

•   Secure storage for over 200+ bikes

•   24/7 access with full concierge and business support

•   12th floor roof garden terrace

•   Dedicated community engagement manager

•   Programmed events and activities

•   Overlooking the green

•   Mixed use development with retail, leisure, hotel and 
residential

•   Coworking and business lounge area
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PHASE 1B MASTERPLAN
NTS @ A1

Ri
ve

r M
ed

lo
ck

Mancunian Way

Charles Street

O
xfo

rd
 R

o
a

d

02



Circle Square, ManchesterCircle Square, Manchester WelcomeWelcome

No.2 Circle Square will offer stunning views, whether 
you’re on the outside looking in, or the inside looking out. 
Airy and inviting, the reception makes a captivating first 
impression for anyone paying you a visit.

WELCOME
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With dedicated coworking areas, small studios and 
social spaces, mix with like-minded businesses in a 
space designed for collaboration.

A SEAT



Circle Square, ManchesterCircle Square, Manchester Nurturing collaborationNurturing collaboration

Designed to encourage collaboration and coworking, 
No.2 Circle Square will be an experience all of its own. 

COLLABORATION
Open plan spaces encourage the movement of feet 
and of minds. Inspiration happens effortlessly.



Circle Square, Manchester Circle Square, ManchesterEncouraging creativity Encouraging creativity

Harness the knowledge of your employees 
by providing spaces to come together.

CREATIVITY
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WORK 
AROUND 
YOU
Whatever the nature of your business, 
whatever your personality, arrange 
your workspace around you.

Indicative upper floor space plan
This plan illustrates a typical office floor space of 19,126 sq ft 
and how it could be used. Designs are indicative as we 
understand the importance of creating a tailor-made solution to 
suit your business needs.

SPECIFICATION

19,126 sq ft 

108 open-plan workstations

24 person hot desk area

68 person breakout area

6 formal meeting areas

22 informal meeting areas

3 project spaces

3 quiet rooms

10 person tea point 

1 auditorium

Total capacity – 200 persons

Floor

Total sq ft: 232,654

12th Floor, 

+ terrace
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UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

WHITWORTH ART GALLERY

MANCHESTER MUSEUM
SCHOOL OF ART

MANCHESTER SCIENCE 
PARTNERSHIPS (MSP)

SCHOOL OF MECHANICAL, 
AEROSPACE AND CIVIL ENGINEERING

 
NEIGHBOURS
At the heart of Manchester Oxford Road Corridor, you will 
be surrounded by interesting and interested people.

MANCHESTER OXFORD ROAD 
RAILWAY STATION

MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY

MANCHESTER INSTITUTE 
OF BIOTECHNOLOGY

SIR HENRY ROYCE
INSTITUTE

SCHOOL OF 
COMPUTER SCIENCE

MMU SCHOOL FOR 
SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

NATIONAL GRAPHENE 
INSTITUTE (NGI)

 GRAPHENE ENGINEERING 
INNOVATION CENTRE (GEIC)

Circle Square, Manchester Circle Square, ManchesterMeet our neighbours Meet our neighbours

CENTRAL MANCHESTER 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS (CMFT)

ROYAL NORTHERN COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC (RNCM)

MANCHESTER AQUATICS 
CENTRE
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CORRIDOR
Oxford Road Corridor is on track to becoming a top five 
innovation district in Europe. And Circle Square is located 
right at the heart of it. Here you’ll be surrounded by two 
leading universities, major healthcare institutions and 
national R&D centres such as the Graphene Engineering 
Innovation Centre and Sir Henry Royce Institute for 
Advanced Materials.

The Royal Northern College of Music, The Manchester 
Museum, award winning art and dance schools and the 
legendary Palace Theatre are right on your doorstep, and 
the opportunities to connect, collaborate, play and grow 
are limitless. 

A number of city institutions, including Bruntwood, 
make up the Oxford Road Corridor Partnership which 
supports collaborative projects throughout the area. As a 
founding member and through its subsidiary science and 
technology park operator – MSP,  Bruntwood is uniquely 
positioned to provide you with priority access to talent, 
research and development resources and investment 
within this thriving innovation district. 

Nationally and 
internationally known 

for its strengths in 
pharmaceuticals, bio and 
life sciences, healthcare, 

medical devices, education, 
creative and digital 

industries.

70,000
students study here.

70% graduate retention rate.
4,000 science & engineering 

graduates per annum.

It generates 

£3.2 billion 
per annum, 20% of Manchester's 

economy over the last 5 years.

Productivity (GVA)
 4 times greater than any 

other area of the city.

63,400 
 people work here, 

17% of the city’s workforce.

It’s a leader in 

green transport planning, 
investing in transforming the 

local environment and 
infrastructure.

Largest clinical 
academic campus in Europe 

including five teaching 
and research hospitals.

57% 
of its activity is in knowledge

intensive sectors, higher than the 
national average of 30%.

Home to the 
largest materials science 

research base 
in Europe.

Capital investment is 
estimated to rise by 

£2.6 billion 
by 2020.

By 2020, 
it’s estimated that the 

workforce will be 
74,000 strong.

National Graphene Institute

University of Manchester

"We liaise with all of the 
academic, health and cultural 
organisations within the Oxford 
Road Corridor Manchester area, 

working with them to connect 
their activities.”

Claire Lowe
Oxford Road Corridor 
Partnership Manager
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Circle Square, Manchester Connect to the future

TO THE FUTURE 
Circle Square couldn’t be better connected. 

Just a short walk from two of the city’s busiest train 
stations, Circle Square sits on one of the best connected 
public transport routes in the North of England. It’s also 
connected to all the major motorway networks in the 
region. Manchester Airport, which serves around 19 million 
passengers every year, flying direct to over 200 worldwide 
destinations, is just over 20 minutes away by car, or you can 
catch a direct train or Metrolink.

The Ordsall Chord, a new 300m long viaduct of new track 
will link Manchester’s Victoria, Piccadilly and Oxford Road 
train stations. The Northern Hub is a £500m project that will 
add 700 trains a day, bringing an extra 44m passengers 
together across the region. And Bruntwood will lead the 
transformation of Oxford Road into both a modern, mixed- 
use station and a district in its own right. Then there’s the non-
stop buzz, energy and countless amenities of Oxford Road. 
It’s a place of history, plugged into the future. 

Extraordinarily easy to reach

BICYCLE

‘Dutch’ cycle lanes have been introduced to Oxford Road, 

coupling safer, faster bicycle journeys. No.2 Circle Square will include 

200+ secure bicycle spaces.

CAR

Circle Square is a short drive from the main city ring roads 
and will feature a 1,100-space car park. 

5 minute walking distance

10 minute walking distance

15 minute walking distance

KEY

ON FOOT

Oxford Road Station 4 mins

St Peter’s Square 8 mins

Piccadilly Station 10 mins

Deansgate Station 12 mins

Spinningfields 14 mins

Market Street 15 mins

RAIL

London 2 hours 4 mins

Leeds 50 mins

Liverpool 33 mins

Birmingham 1 hour 30 mins

Edinburgh 3 hours 30 mins

Newcastle 1 hour 30 mins

METROLINK

Manchester Airport 40 mins

Media City 20 mins

East Didsbury 30 mins

Ashton-under-Lyne 30 mins

Bury 25 mins

Altrincham 20 mins



Providing leisure and entertainment day and night.

PAVILION

Circle Square Manchester Circle Square ManchesterThe Pavilion The Pavilion

Two beautiful low rise buildings sit at the heart of Circle Square, 
with the green at its centre.

An open, inviting and versatile kind of place.



Circle Square Manchester Circle Square ManchesterGreen space in the city Green space in the city

By day, a calm relaxing space where you can 
grab a breath of fresh air or a coffee.

IN THE CITY
By night, a hive of activity where the space really comes alive 
through our planned events and activities.



Circle Square, Manchester Circle Square, ManchesterA ribbon of connections A ribbon of connections

Between The Green and the buildings sits 
The Ribbon. A generous, active space that 
blurs the lines between indoors and outdoors. 
A continuous thread of restaurants, bars and 
cafés to talk, celebrate and unwind in.

Here you’ll find the most interesting places to eat and 
drink. The best places to shop. The most innovative flavours 
and the latest trends. All woven carefully together to 
create a space rich in activity and colour, as people 
meet, mix and connect.

A place where people and ideas come together in a 
uniquely designed area where outdoor space is prized as 
much as indoors.

CONNECTIONS



A NAME 
YOU 
CAN 
TRUST

A family-owned and run business, Bruntwood has been in 
existence for over 40 years, with a single-minded focus on 
creating the right places and spaces for businesses of all 
shapes and sizes to flourish. Whether it’s a single desk for a 
day, or a whole building for 25 years, Bruntwood prides itself 
on not just meeting but exceeding its customers’ needs. 

With an unrivalled track record in developing and 
managing properties across the UK’s regional cities, 
Bruntwood believes in acting as your property partner, not 
your landlord. Flexibility, sustainability and leaving places 
better than we find them are all part of our core values. 

Everywhere we operate you’ll find that Bruntwood is 
always actively involved in the life and wellbeing of our 
communities. Every year, we contribute 10% of our profits 
to charitable causes, from sponsoring and encouraging 
cultural activity to supporting programmes that help people 
of all ages get more out of life. 

Our philosophy is simple: for our business to be a success we 
need our customers to be successful and the cities where 
we operate to be successful too. That’s why we’re good 
people to do business with.

Although Circle Square may be new, the 
people behind it are one of the UK’s most 
trusted property companies. 

Circle Square, Manchester Circle Square, ManchesterA name you can trust A name you can trust

“ We have loved being a Bruntwood/MSP customer and the team have 
assisted us to engage with other customers across the Bruntwood Group. 
They’ve made really great business introductions delivering commercial 
opportunities for us on top of the other incumbent property services 
they deliver. The relationships we have with Bruntwood has broken the 
boundaries of traditional supplier - customer relationship, and Bruntwood/
MSP sit firmly as one of our most important key business partners.”

 Lee Perkins 
 CEO, Metronet



Circle Square, Manchester Case study: Bright Building

Opening in Summer 2017, the Bright Building is MSP’s 
newest, state-of-the-art workspace. The building will be 
the headquarters for the CityVerve project and comes 
complete with café, fitness studio and large communal 
space for events and conferences. A place where 
people can connect, collaborate and share ideas, 
Bright Building is a great example of how Bruntwood is 
adapting workspaces to reflect the changing demands 
of our cities. Companies working in Internet of Things 
technologies can also take a coveted place on the 
Cisco-partnered Mi-IDEA post-accelerator programme, 
hosted in a dedicated coworking space in the building.

BRIGHT BUILDING

Circle Square, Manchester Case study: Citylabs 1.0

CITYLABS 1.0

“ We believe that there is real potential for growth 
with this project and Oxford Road Corridor is an 
ideal place for us to do that.”

 Hajime Sasaki
 Senior Executive Vice President, Hitachi Europe

“ It’s a strategic partnership to deliver clinical care, 
research and innovation.”

 Sir Michael Deegan 
 CEO, CMFT

Through its subsidiary science and technology park 
operator Manchester Science Partnerships (MSP), 
Bruntwood has over 30 years’ experience of creating 
the right environments and facilities for science and 
technology businesses to thrive. Partnership and 
collaboration are at the core of what MSP do, bringing 
people together around sector-specific opportunities that 
generate significant economic impact for cities and regions. 

Citylabs is a joint venture between MSP and Central 
Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
(CMFT) which aims to create biomedical centres of 
excellence close to CMFT’s extensive clinical facilities. 
The first of these centres, Citylabs 1.0, opened in 2014 
and has provided a hugely successful model for creating 
stronger links between the NHS, academic health science 
communities and private sector businesses. 

Following the success of Citylabs 1.0, plans have been 
unveiled for the development of Citylabs 2.0 and Citylabs 
3.0. Citylabs 2.0 is due for completion in 2019 and Citylabs 
3.0 is timetabled for 2021. Developed by Bruntwood 
on behalf of the partnership, these two state-of-the-art 
facilities will provide prime lab and office space at the 
heart of Europe’s largest clinical academic campus.

Citylabs 1.0 The Bright Building

“ The city of Manchester has innovation in its DNA and 
Mi-IDEA will be uniquely positioned to tap into local, 
national and international innovation ecosystems.”

 Phil Smith 
 Chief Executive, Cisco, UK & Ireland

“ The UK’s tech sector is renowned for its creativity 
as well as pioneering research and development. 
The Manchester project will help the UK to be a 
world leader in the adoption of Internet of Things 
technologies and inspire others around the world to 
create smarter cities.”

 Ed Vaizey
 Digital Economy Minister



circlesquaremanchester.com

info@circlesquaremanchester.com

@circlesquaremcr

@CircleSquareManchester 

circlesquaremcr

This brochure acts purely as a guide. The information contained 

within it does not form any part of any offer or contract. All plans 

and images are indicative and not to exact scale.




